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Email: Advocacy@coastalrealtors.org
Phone: (410) 999-4302

COMITTEE MEETING ON OCTOBER 8TH

Good Afternoon Everyone,

I  hope you enjoy this  week’s  newsletter .  The biggest  issue on the horizon
remains the R-1 Rental  Public  Hearing which has not yet  been scheduled.  All
s igns point  to Oct.  22nd as  the date for  this  hearing.  

I ’m attending an event hosted by Senator MaryBeth Carroza this  Sunday.
Please send me any part icular  issues you would l ike me to mention to her;
septic  is  already on my radar.  Again,  we’re  looking to schedule a meeting
between her and our Government Affairs  Committee in e i ther  November or
December.

Addit ional ly,  I  would l ike to confirm a meeting with the Mayor of  Delmar,
MD during the next  committee meeting in November.  He chairs  the Lower
Eastern Shore Mayor’s  Associat ion.  

Cl ick here to access  the CAR Calendar.  I ’ l l  be post ing important dates  related
to government affairs  here for  everyone to more easi ly  monitor.  

As always,  feedback is  appreciated -  without good feedback from last  week,
we’d al l  be staring at  giant  county seals  in this  newsletter  again.  

Thank you.

https://members.coastalrealtors.org/event-calendar
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OCEAN CITY
C a n d i d a t e  I n t e r v i e w s :  O c t .  8 t h  a t  2 P M
E l e c t i o n  D a y :  N o v .  5 t h

Mayoral :
Rick Meehan,  2:15PM.a.
Peter  Buas,  2:35PM.b.

Ocean City Town Counci l :
Counci lman John Gehrig,  3PM.a.
Counci lman Anthony DeLuca,  3:15PM.b.
Lesl ie  Smith,  3:30PM.c.
Larry Yates,  3:45PM.d.
Jake Mitrecic ,  4 :00PM. e.

We’l l  s tart  our meeting at  2PM on the 8th,  The bulk of  this  meeting wil l  be dedicated
to candidate quest ions and answers.  
I  thought we should lead things off  with the two Mayoral  candidates.  Then we’ l l
have the two incumbent town counci l  members fol lowed by newcomers.  I ’m attaching
the candidate quest ionnaire  responses  to this  newsletter  in a separate document.  

The f inal  f i l ing date has not  yet  passed.  
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OCEAN CITY 
L i t t l e  S a l i s b u r y  S p o r t s  C o u r t  P r o j e c t  -  4 0 0  9 4 t h  S t r e e t

Plans created by this  project ’s  engineers  were shown to the Town Counci l .  
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SNOW HILL
R e a l  E s t a t e  O r d i n a n c e  P r o p o s a l s

Ordinance 2024 – 03.
This  amends Chapter  134,  Entit led Property Management,  Artic le  II ,  Entit led
Vacant and Blighted Buildings.  

This  amendment enables  Snow Hil l  to better  monitor registered vacant bui ldings.

This  ordinance amends the t i t le  of  the art ic le  to “Vacant Non-Residential  and
Mixed Occupancy Building Registrat ion” and largely changes def init ions already
in the town code to better  f i t  these changes.  There is  a  requirement to register
bui ldings which f i t  the descript ion of  “Vacant Non-Residential  and Mixed
Occupancy Building”,  start ing at  $500 in year one and plateauing at  $4,000 at  year
four and subsequent years.  Unregistered bui ldings can accumulate a dai ly  f ine of
at  least  $100 but no more than $500.  

This  change more broadly appl ies  these penalt ies  and registrat ion fees  to unused
and unsightly commercial  bui ldings and lots .  
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SNOW HILL
R e a l  E s t a t e  O r d i n a n c e  P r o p o s a l s

Ordinance 2024 – 12.
An Ordinance of  the Town of  Snow Hil l  Amending Chapter  137,  Entit led Rental
Property.  

Snow Hil l  i s  proposing a property rental  permit  and inspect ion program to begin
next  f iscal  year (July 1,  2025).  

Propert ies  cannot be rented without a val id rental  permit ,  landlord registrat ion,
and passed rental  inspect ion.  A “resident  agent” must  also be appointed to a
property to serve as  the 24/7 point  of  contact  for  tenants.  This  can be anyone
(landlord,  rental  agent,  etc . ) .  

Costs  associated with this  Ordinance 2024 – 12:
Rental  Permit :  $125 annual ly  to be renewed on or before June 30th of  each f iscal
year.  
Fai lure to register  as  a  landlord or agent:  $250 for the f irst  offense,  $500 for each
subsequent offense.
Allowing occupancy without a val id permit :  $250 for the f irst  offense,  $500 for
each subsequence offense.  
Inspect ion fee:  Has not been proposed yet .  
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SNOW HILL
R e a l  E s t a t e  O r d i n a n c e  P r o p o s a l s

Ordinance 2024 – 15.
An Ordinance to amend Chapter  170,  Entit led Taxation,  Creating Artic le  II ,
Entit led Real  Property – Classes  of  Property for  Tax Rates  and Artic le  III ,
Entit led Vacant Property Taxation of  the Code of  the Town of  Snow Hil l ,
Maryland.

This  ordinance al lows for there to be a new tax rate,  as  created by the Town of
Snow Hil l ,  for  vacant property.  This  largely appl ies  to di lapidated commercial
propert ies  and no tax rate  has been proposed or approved.  This  is  just  for  the
creation of  a  new tax rate  for  qual i f ied propert ies .  
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BERLIN
E l e c t i o n  R e s u l t s

Elect ions for  the Off ice  of  the Mayor of  Berl in and two Town Counci l  seats  were
held on Oct.  1st .  

Mayor Zach Tyndall  was reelected unopposed and the two counci l  seats  were won
by their  incumbents.  

I  wi l l  be draft ing and sending a congratulatory letter  to the mayor which I  wi l l
share with you al l  for  approval .  



Wicomico County

Page Seven

September 23, 2024

SALISBURY
H O R I Z O N  T a x  C r e d i t

The property (The Ross bui lding in downtown Sal isbury)  had 90 days to submit
applicat ion,  they submitted in 9 months.  There exists  statute which would al low for
the late  appl icat ion to be approved,  that  was the topic  for  discussion and not
whether or  not  the property is  entit led to the tax credits  as  they had met al l  other
requirements.  With a vote for  three in favor,  three against ,  and one abstaining,  the
resolution does not  pass.  The counci l  can amend the HORIZON program to al low
the property to have the credit ,  yet  they did not and instead voted to sunset  the
program. 
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BALLOT MEASURE
“ Q u e s t i o n  A ”

“Quest ion A” in Wicomico County asks voters  to vote on the removal  of  the Off ice
of  the County Executive.  

As we approach November 5th,  the measure has appeared more and more in print
and during municipal  meetings.  

This  measure does not  expel  the current  County Executive,  rather e l iminates  the
off ice  al l  together at  the conclusion of  the current  County Executive’s  term. 
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SOMERSET COUNTY UPDATE

A hearing was held regarding the approval  of  Commercial  Cannabis  Zoning
changes.  It  looks l ike the county is  moving to approve an expansion of  cannabis
related business.  
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MARYLAND INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION 
October 23

This  is  a  reminder about the Maryland Insurance Administrat ion’s  virtual
hearing this  month.  

Maryland Insurance Administrat ion (MIA) is  host ing a virtual  informational
hearing on October 23rd regarding the decreased avai labi l i ty  of  insurance for
homes in the lower Eastern Shore.  

Please c l ick here to access  MIA’s invitat ion to this  hearing.  

There wil l  be opportunity for  written and verbal  public  comment at  this
hearing.  MIA asks that  you submit  a  request  for  comment to
l istening.sess ions@maryland.gov.  This  wi l l  ensure you have t ime to speak
during the zoom meeting.  MIA is  also accepting written test imony through
November 6th using the same email  address.  

https://insurance.maryland.gov/Consumer/Documents/agencyhearings/Notice-of-Virtual-Informational-Hearing_Decreasing-Availability-of-Insurance-Coverage-%20for-Mobile-Manufactured-Homes-in-Coastal-Areas.pdf
https://insurance.maryland.gov/Consumer/Documents/agencyhearings/Notice-of-Virtual-Informational-Hearing_Decreasing-Availability-of-Insurance-Coverage-%20for-Mobile-Manufactured-Homes-in-Coastal-Areas.pdf

